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     Greetings All, 

     Happy 4th of July to allñand hereõs hoping for fireworks in your 
greenhouse, your light-room, and even on your windowsills. Thereõs 
nothing like these long, warm sunny days to get that orchid je ne sais quoi 
flowing and growing. Speaking of which, how about Keith Davis and his 
ghost orchids? Getting the opportunity to see a blooming ghost orchid is 
a rare event. What a great treat for the many who attended, to see this 
elusive beauty in the flesh.  

     And next week we are in for another treat. Glen Decker from Piping 
Rock Orchids in Galway, New York, will entertain WNCOS with his 

highly-prized, vast knowledge of the phragmipedium kovachii species. Glen, a pioneer in kovachii 
propagation and hybridizing, is a rock star in the world of orchids. Join us for this very special 
program on July 11th, 2:00pm, at Asheville Eye. (See photos on page 3.)  

     There will be plants for sale, so come early for the best selection. This will be a meeting to re-
member. See you on the 11th. 

 

     Cheers, 

     Graham Ramsey  
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The Presidentôs Corner 

By Graham Ramsey 
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Glen Decker of Piping Rock Orchids 

Phragmipedium kovachii 

July 11th, 2pm                                      

Asheville Eye Associates 

presents 
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     A latent taste for the exotic is bursting forth in Randy Latta, and I donõt just mean for orchids. Like so 
many of our members, what meets the eye as conventional is anything but. The richness and diversity of 
the WNCOS membership never ceases to amaze and Randy Lattaõs story is no exception.    

     Randyõs grandfather was a dairyman from Wisconsin who retired to Asheville to start one of Western 
North Carolinaõs first cattle ranches. Hmm, yes, thatõs a first! This taste for taking unusual turns later in 
life is apparent in Randy himself. For although he has continuously achieved much throughout his life, the 
twists and turns of Randyõs life-of-late are the most intriguing.   

     After graduating Asheville Catholic high school, Randy ventured to Chapel Hill for four years of zool-
ogy. With a Naval Scholarship in hand, the next four years were dedicated to dentistry. As a Lt. Com-
mander, Randy first practiced dentistry at the Great Lakes Naval Base on the shores of Lake Michigan. 
Even then, Randy had been hoping for a more exotic postingñsomething like an island, perhaps? And as 
with Thomas Wolfe, an ever-present surround of mountains had provoked in the youthful Latta a search 
for something different, something beyond. When it was time to set up his own practice, Randy headed 
to the wide-open wilds of the North Carolina coast.  

      For most of his 26 years in private practice, Randy was the sole dentist on Roanoke Islandñhome to 
òThe Lost Colonyó, the colony that strived, failed and disappeared before Jamestown became the found-
ing settlement of the United States. In the very small town of Manteo, Randy treated everyone. And then 
he got his truck driverõs license. ScreechñHaltñWhat? After 26 years Randy shifted gears, literally. 
Randy began driving a truck, but not just any truckñthe Miles of Smile. Randy was recruited by the 
local health department to provide full dental treatment to underprivileged children throughout the re-
gion. Certainly rewarding, yet this was especially challenging for Randy as it required him to sport a va-
riety of hats simultaneously, just to accomplish the mission. Many of these children had never seen a den-
tist before, and thus, distraction was essential. As many who attended last yearõs WNCOS annual show 
well know, Randy can be quite entertaining! But after 4 years of playing doctor/entertainer/truck 
driver, Randy was ready for retirement. Well, semi-retirement at any rate.   

Meet The Members by Leslie Ann Keller 

Randy Latta 
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