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The Presi den

By Graham Ramsey

Greetings All,

What a great turnout and reception for Harry Gallis at our last meeting. | know
joyed his entertaining and informative program on dendrobriums. Thank you Har

For this months meeting, we are trying something a little different/ ®a will be
gathering at
nual
cover dish picnic. Here is all you need to know about this event: Pack up everyth
lated that you wish to sell, swap, or just give away. When | say orchid related | m

books, supplies, or anything that has to do with orchids. If you don't have anythin

sell or swap, just bring cash. You a
golden opportunity to share divisions, cuttings, and duplicate plants with other m
are welcome to purchase & picnic, but only members are invited to sell.

We have reserved the targe # with lots of picnic tables. If you have a card tabl
feel free. WNCOS will be providing barbeque and soft drinks. We ask that everyo
dish. Any alcoholic beverage you wish to bring must be consumed from a paper
festivities begin'at and last as long as you desire. Please call or email me
qguestions. This should be a blast!

One fiI nal not e: Pictures i n this mo

house full of cattleyas. It is a stdopofing too, late late for our orchid show, but not t

late for all of us to enjoy.
Looking forward to seeing everyone ohfbtay ®llicking good time.
Cheers,

Graham Ramsey

75, Long Shoals Road, in South Asheville. This will be ouy first an-
\We will be combining this with our annual summer §
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Meet The Membersy Leslie Ann Keller

Harriet Laurence

Come fly with me, come fly&vidr siete Harriet Laurence recounted to me her whirlwind adve

tures as a stewardess in the 19600s, thj s
small town of Winston Salem until the age of 15, and then lived in Augusta, Georgia, unt|l yout
hood. When it was time to choose a direjct:i
the wayCome fly with me, come flyEastanewas recruiting young southern women to fill igs bur:
geoning fleet of airplanes.

Harri et was sent to stewardess school n
Ostewardessesod6, and being a stewardess |wa:

was sent to big city Newi¥@knnyside, Queens. She flew out of Kennedy, Newark and LajGuat

travelling up and down the east coast, including Bermuda, Costa Rica & Mexico. In her 4

pare

travelled to Europe. After her stint in NYC, Harriet settled into an easier lifestyle in Washingtor

and continued to fly for Eastern Airlines.

Eventually fulltime travel wore thin and Harriet followed her heart back to the south, se
Craving a career change, but not ready yet to leave all the glamour behind, she went int
ture industry. Yes, they were producing
the office, worked as a production assistant and even contributgdaasst. Avalkee time her e

tling

D the
fi

'n_

pl oyer Viscount Productions made commerj|ci ¢

Coca Cola and Southern Bell.

Later still, in Atlanta, Harriet segued into a third and more stable career. Working for FllrSt N

Bank, Harriet transferred data to microfilm and microfiche. Although technically still wor
Harriet had | eft the mayhem of the oO0Omov
rietds path toward an easier and quiete
grow exponentially, Harriet began to think small.

ing w
I e
ro|

Highlands, North Carolina, is an intimate mountain town with a tangible sense of com

unit

Harriet moved to Highlands and happily remains there to this day. One final career change ac

this transition. Harriet now sells splendid mountain real estate for Preferred Properties
Continued on page 4
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And orchids, what about orchids? When did this busy woman find time to incorporate or¢hids
Well, prior to 1995, Harriet had never grown a thing, literally, not one green plant. Now orchid ¢

am finding, come in all shapes, sizes and kinds. Some have been lifelong growers of one
deners, etc. Still others are-gtanting virgins, until the day they are inexorablyGhdiieellire o
orchids!

Sort

Harriet was given three orchids when her mother passed away in 1995. Orchids are offen g

| i feds pivot al moments. And Harriet, |i§k

e

up information, reading book after book, Harriet was able to keep two of these thiieguoteaids al

feat for a first time grower.

Harriet is no longer a novice. With the more sedate lifestyle of Highlands has come spgre tir

ishing. Harriet now has a diverse collection of 70 orchids. One of her favorite plants is an

pdon

the same genus as one of the first three orchids she was given. Recently Harriet took ong of I

sums to Atlanta for judging. For those members who are unaware, at the monthly meetin
Orchid Society, held at the Atlanta Botanical Garden, American Orchid Society judging ta

of 1
esp

one i s welcome to bring a plant to be c¢cqns
did receive a red ribbon at the recent WNCOS annual show. In fact, it was just a few yearg agc

brought another of her plants, a cymbidium, to our annual show. Once Harriet walked into
with her show plant, she was surrounded by enthusiastic WNCOS members with fists full

|the
of br

able to resist, Harriet has been making the long drive from Highlands to Asheville Eye evgr sin

Harriet owns primarily cooler growing orchids: phragmipediums, paphiopedilums, and ¢ymb

Everything goes out for the summer onto a large, partially covered deck with skylights. In
grow under lights in the basement with fans and heaters for support. Highlands is typicall

the v
/ hur

good spray bottle is all Harriet needs to supplement for moisture. Mostly, Harriet says, shg gro

chids on 6a wing and a prayerd!

One last note. Besides growing orchids, Harriet dabbles in astrology, paints an occasir(T)I;aI C

most surprising of all, is a ping pong/table tennis champion. She recently won a bronze
Senior Games. One never knows what delightful tidbits one will

uncover in the lives of our fabulously diverse and intriguin

WNCOS membership! Ping pong anyone?
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