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Greetings WNCOS members, 

     Can you say success?  

     Swamped with Orchids was swamped with success. And it is all because of the hard work all of 
you put into our show. I can't name everyone, but I would like to name a few. First, how about a 
big round of applause for the N.C. Arboretum. Could anyone ask for a better venue? And how 
about that Clarke Merrill, and those birds! Clarke also handled all the hospitality arraignments for 
the entire show. I think Bob Benites was at the entrance, meeting and greeting the public, every 
minute of the entire show. What a great voice he is for our society. Matt gets all the credit for the 
art display that functioned perfectly. And then there was Randy, the raffle-ticket-man, giving 
ticket sales a huge boost with a carnival atmosphere. Among the unsung heroes are Ralph, Frank 
and Brett for all their efforts to get those orchids registeredña daunting task. Last, but not least, 
thank you to Ed for the spirits and celebration at the end of the show. So many volunteers, I can't 
thank you enough. A huge success, great job WNCOS!!! In addition to the following photo 
spread, visit the gallery page of our website, www.wncos.org, for more highlights of the event.  

     On Sunday, April 10th our guest speaker will be Harry Gallis. Harry is an Accredited AOS 
judge and became Chair of the Carolina Judging Center five years ago. He also serves on the 
Board of Trustees for the American Orchid Society and many of you may have seen his recent 
articles in the monthly AOS magazine. We have had the honor of having Harry judge our shows 
for many years. He maintains an 800 square foot greenhouse with 1300 Cattleyas, Phalaenopsis, 
and Dendrobiums. Harry has received at least 20 AOS awards for his plants. Attending our next 
meeting is a must as Harry will speak on Dendrobiums and a variety of other subjects. He will 
also be bringing some of his orchids for our raffle table. Come and be one of the lucky ones to 
take home one of these special plants.  

     Looking forward to seeing you on Sunday April 11th.  

     Cheers, 

     Graham Ramsey  
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