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The Presi den

By Graham Ramsey

Greetings All,

Like spring (we hope) the annual Western North Carolina
Show is just around the doriver at the North Carolina Arboretum
first, a couple of other notes of interest.

Despite the snowy weather, on Val en

Marble Branch Farms in Walhalla, SC. Mark and Gary entertained us with fantasgic orchid

delicious fried chicken. Several members brought tasty sideitlialfeastSavedll. And
the greenhouse itself was a visual delight of tropical treats. Members purchased
orchids, and took home a few door prizes as well. Three cheers for Mark & Gary
ternoon. (All pictures in this newsletter were taken at Marble Branch.)
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On Thursday February Heather, Brett and | installed a display at the South Ca
chid Society annual show in Columbia. Ralph, Brett, June and | contributed plan
Our display won a blue ribbon and as a group we took home five blue ribbons, f
yellow. Not bad! And lastly, | won a trophy award for my Dendrobium polysema,
from seedling.

Just three weeks to go before we=ai all TFhis show will be

our largest ever with 10rtofch vendors, four sister orchid societies and multiple aft entries

contribute to the splendor. Clarke Merrill is crafting some amazing creatures to a
swamp. Bill Baumann is designing and building display ensembles for the art exh
lie is working on the swamp concept of the overall display. Much is happening. Ar
too, are getting excited, getting your plants ready for the big day.

The volunteer sigp sheet has filled up nicely. | will be sending out an updated Igsting in t

next couple of days. Thank you to all of you who have already stepped up to the
ing ori will be all about the show, about show prep for plants, about vo
etd@ covering all the bases and answering all your questions. Please join us as
WNCOS show ever.

WNCOS needs You and your bloomers!
Cheers,

Graham Ramsey
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In Memoriam

With sadness we must report the recent loss of
two society members. Jack Castle and Judson
Barden were both active members of our socidty
Jack a longtime member. Both frequently volun-
teered at our auction table at our annual show. Thig
year we will all be thinking of them, and missing
them. Wives Jean Castle and Katherina Barden pla
to continue their active roles in WNCQOS. Our heart
go out to them and we look forward to their contin-
ued presence in our society.

—

V)

Page 3




