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Greetings All, 

     Lots to talk about, so here goes.  First on the list is the North Carolina Piedmont Orchid Soci-

ety Show held on January 14th and 15th at the Daniel Stowe Botanical Gardens. Leslie and I drove a 

van full of orchids to Charlotte and installed a 25 sq ft display. (Please see pictures on page 6).  

New member Jeff Geisse, along with Dr Ed Isbey, Ralph Coffee, Brett Hopkins and myself, con-

tributed a variety of orchids to the exhibit.  Jeff won two second place ribbons. Other members 

collected 5 blue ribbons and two trophy ribbons. Brettõs kovachii x besseae was awarded a blue 

ribbon, a trophy ribbon and an American Orchid Society HCC award with 79 points. More often 

given to commercial growers, this latter award is especially prestigious. Letõs give Brett a much 

deserved round of applause. I hope this gets your juices flowing for our March show.  

     Speaking of our show, I received a great response to the volunteer sign up list passed around at 

the last meeting.  I will be emailing this list out to all members, giving anyone who missed the op-

portunity to sign up the chance to do so as well. Clarke and Leslie are hard at work on the display 

design. Julie McMillan has designed an eye-catching poster to promote the show (see page 3). We 

have 10 first rate vendors and 3 regional societies on board so far. This is going to be a fantastic 

show, better than ever. Start staking those spikes and grooming those plants! We will need all the 

bloomers we can get.  

     On Sunday, February 14th, we are off to Marble Branch Farms in Walhalla, SC. Directions and 

details are posted on our website, www.wncos.org , under the calendar link.  Along with their 

fabulous orchids, unique greenhouse and grounds, Mark and Gary will treat us to a wonderful 

lunch of Abedõs famous Arabian Rooster Fried Chicken. Please bring a small dish of your choice 

to add to the meal. As a little enticement, and in lieu of a raffle, we plan to give away at least 5 of 

Markõs best orchids as door prizes! Be sure to join us as this will surely be another memorable 

field trip. Mark and Gary have requested a head count so please RSVP as soon as possible, by ei-

ther calling 864-718-0152,or emailing to info@marblebranchfarms.com. Car-pooling will be 

available from Asheville Eye, leaving at 10:00 am. Again, please refer to the website for further 

information.  
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     We are already into February and itõs past time to pay 2010 membership dues. I know every-

one receiving this fabulous news letter wants to continue receiving it. To those who have renewed 

their membership, thank you. To those who havenõt, we want to keep you as members! Please pay 

your yearly dues to Bob Benites. 

     On February 11th, Brett and I will be installing another WNCOS exhibit, this time for the 

South Carolina Orchid Society show in Columbia. Anyone who has an attractive blooming orchid 

and wants to contribute to this display, please contact Brett or me by this weekend. This will be 

another judged show. 

     Looking forward to seeing everyone at Marble Branch.  

     Cheers, 

     Graham Ramsey 
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     Once again, one never knows, anything really, until one pries a bit. Claudia and Bill Hyatt, quiet and un-
assuming, wellñthis façade does not begin to give hint of their exciting background. Fairly new to 
WNCOS, the couple has nevertheless made an impact with their tireless volunteering. At last yearõs annual 
show, both Bill and Claudia worked nonstop: setting up, cleaning up, including doing some good hard la-
bor. I was struck by their stamina and always felt that there must be a story behind this vigor. Well, what a 
story!  

     Claudia began her life in Holbrook, Massachusetts, a suburb of Boston. At age fifteen she moved to Er-
langer, Kentucky, part of the greater Cincinnati area. It is here that her path intersected with Bill Hyattñ
in high school! They married a year after graduation and together attended Western Kentucky University 
in Bowling Green. Claudia studied math and economics, Bill, math and history. After graduation, Claudia 
began teaching high school math, while Bill attended law school at the University of Cincinnati. And here 
is where the story really takes a striking turnñto Washington, DC, where Bill becomes a prosecutor for 
the Organized Crime Section of the US Department of Justice. Wow. Yes indeed, the mob! (My jaw 
dropped upon hearing this, and I am, still, a bit slack-jawed.)  

     Quiet and unassuming? Hardly. Bill worked as a prosecutor of organized crime for twenty years. At one 
point, he was appointed head of the Organized Crime Strike Force. This organizationõs job was to uncover 
organized crime families throughout the US. During his twenty years of fighting crime, Bill found time to 
add a second law degree, this time focusing on tax. Prosecution on tax evasion charges is often the best 
route to putting these criminals behind bars. All the while, Claudia continued to teach, and also started a 
family. The couple has two boys.  

      Just as Bill was finishing a tough, year-long case in Miami, a year in which he had hardly seen his family, 
a precipitous offer came his way. A professor at Western Carolina University had previously contacted Bill 
requesting information on crime figures for a book he was writing. Now, the professor contacted Bill and 
asked if he would be interested in a teaching position. After twenty years of vigilant work and constant 
pressure, Bill and Claudia welcomed the idea of a more relaxed lifestyle. Bill took the offer and began 
teaching criminal law and criminal justice at Western Carolina.  

   An entirely new career began, as Bill would work twenty more years before retiring from Western. Dur-
ing this period he set up an online, continuing education program for law enforcement officers. These  
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