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The Presi den

By Graham Ramsey

Greetings all,

Batten down the hatches, here comes old man winter! And with the start of wi
comes theVNCOS Holiday Sociarlhis year Tom Petersen has generously offered
host this gala event. Everyone wbacgn-
ber13"at1:00pmFor directions to Tomds beal
3.The day will be filled with fun, friendship and flowers.There will be gifts for all m
bers attending, and a lucky few will receive door prizes.This is one of my favorite
events of the year.

For those who missed | ast mont hods
a cattleya hybrid after one of our favorite members Dr. Ed Isbey. Edward K. Isbe
Il s a cross between Lc. Leafwood Lane
age in green and white, these buds are blooming light green, creamy white, pink,
light lavender, with several fragrant varieties. A lucky few of us won samples of th
| ovely orchids at | ast mont hds auct.i

Thanks again to all who responded to the WNCOS survey. Based on the resul
have lots of irons in the fire for 2010 activities. Stay tuned!

See you at Tomds
are now due: 20$ (individual), $25 (family), $15 (student).

As al ways, the social will take thgeg

Cheers,

Graham Ramsey
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Holiday Social

December 13th, 1pm.
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Directions to Tom Petersenodos at 39¢

Go north on 19/23/ future 426 pastWeaverville to exit 15 Barnardsville/
Jupiter.

At the stop sign, turn right and go towards Barnardsville. Drive approximatel
3.5 miles. On your left, you will see a Triangle Gas Station/D & D Quickstop.
At the far side of the landmark, turn left onto Holcombe Branch RD.

Drive approximately 1.5 miles and turn right into the Seven Glens communit
Take your first left onto Cove Creek. Take your next left onto Meadow
Creek. Finally, take your next left onto Whitfield Lane. Bear right and drive
straight up the hill. 399 is thé"house on your left and before a hairpin
curve. You will see the orchid greenhouse up behind the house. Please co
up the stairs by the greenhouse.

Phone #: 828-484-8119
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Meet The Membersy Leslie Ann Keller

Nat Scheckler

Nature versus nurtér€rtainly a question to —
ask when considering Nat Scheckl erds r e
and Nat o6s f at her -agasoffagaifhiad eo bot ahi ds. wi $
his intermittent exposure to exotic species, or perhaps theaohimgfaojourns he took with
father to unusual orchid society meetings, all beginning at age 8? Well, before we come
IS anyone else curious about what a paleobotanist is?

Nat 0s f at her Steve Scheckler was a bot
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No, that is not some long lost dinosaur! Archaeopteris has been considered for some tinpe to |

known tre@ the first tree. Paleobotanists collect fossil plants. Archaeoptris, some 380 mil
had fernlike leaves atop a eltkefeiunk and grew in excess of 90 feet tall. Wow! Steve Sch
elled all over the world collecting these fossils, including the Canadian Arctic, France, M
and China. Now, where were weéorchids,

In addition to a childhood filled with walking, hiking and campingftaiies avith both par-

ents, Nat accompanied his father up and down the eastern seaboard attending orchid s
visiting growers, including our ol d fri
Steve Scheckl erods collection of orchids
varieties, he particularly I|Iiked Lycast

orchids was uncommon indeed, but his own interest in growing these wily, alluring creat
more recently.
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Nat did not take the path of science as his parents did, at least not initially or directly. YVhile

Guilford College in Greensboro, he took classes in chemistry, philosophy, art and ethics
end, on a philosophy degree with a partial emphasis on biomedical ethics. In 2002, Nat

and :
and h

ara, a psychology major at Guilford, moved to the mountains of Asheuville. Both are currgntly w
case managers at Skill Creations, a company established to facilitate skill training for a yariet
with developmental disabilities, including, autism, Down syndrome, traumatic brain injury and
ness. Nat is planning to further his education with a degree in Science and Technology $tudie
will incorporate the philosophy, history and ethics of science and technology, especially |n reg
iIssues as agriculture, horticulture, domestication of animals and biotechnology. But in the me:

Schecklers have more important things to attend to, a three month @driaatly boy
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