Western North Carolina Orchid Society

In the News

for November,

Directory
Presi dent®&isst A bar @rehds

page2

Meet The Members

page 3

Growing Tips by Courtney Hackney

Pink Lady Slipper Rescue

page 5
page’

Calendar & Officers

page 9

Treasurer s Report

page 10

For more information, please visit our website
WWW.WNCOS.0rg

2009




The Presi denjt

By Graham Ramsey

Greetings all,

On October MIWVNCOS traveled to Carolina Orchids for an afternoon of fun, fo@d, friend
), and maé
5 much fu

and of course, orchi@dspecially of the exotic sort. Shan fed us, Tom entertained us
of us took home new prized possessions (including me!). | hope everyone had a
did.

The questionnaire results are in! Thank you to the large number of members who respg
We intend to use the results to assist in future planning of activities. This will be qne topic

cussion at thimvember 8 Annual Meeting. | encourage everyone to attend the me
and be a part of the future of WNCOS. After all, its all for you!

For the second half of the meeting, | am excited to announce, WNCOS membét

has put together a super prograrrititiedlid for Orchids. Irene was featured in the
tember newsl|l etterods O6Meet the Member
and it is sure to be of maximum interest.

Remember to bring your shwostell plants and a couple of dollars for the raffle taple. See

you Sunday.

Cheers,

Graham Ramsey
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Meet The Membersy Leslie Ann Keller
Jay Sifford

Creativity and passion are two words that best de-
scribe our newest member Jay Sifford (otherwise krbehskgjayy ) . Jay r ec
sion for |life overflows my interest 1in
words from a commanding fellow, one who knows a great deal about passion. Jay is an

b nt
oOr (
Artist

professional life he createsf@rlend aquarium installations. Afterhours, he creates elaborage dis

to showcase our favorite flowers.

At the age of twelve, at the Southern Springs Show in Charlotte, N.C., Jay purchased His firs

six dollars. (In later years, he would install orchid exhibits at that same garden show.) As

a tee

ing up in Charlotte, Jay filled his bedroom with orchids, eventually accumulating thirty plants. /

closed off the heat vents and slept in another room, all in order to initiaté fidweursaEkésd
after school he covered the carpet with towels, brought all the flowers to the ground, ang
good dowsing. Thus, the orchid enthusiast was born.

Jay attended UXDDarlotte and received a psychology degree. During his college years

gave

ne rel

his collection to a friend who promptly killed them. It would be many years before he re

sion for growing. In the meantime, his alternatéhefishgyy emerged. After an unsuccessf

insurance sales (insurance and sales, hmm? not exactly amenable to the burgeoning c
gan working at a local fish store. When clients began asking his advice concerning their
business was lfoAxquarium Concigtgashioned amalhe aquarium design and caretaking
ness, working both in the commercial and private sectors. He likes to work from the bott
the fish, designing the environment (often including live coral), and engineering the mair
Jaythefishguy has a real talent for creating mesmerizing undersea worlds.

Jayodos artistic sense i s known to many
has been active in our annual shows for many years. But how did Jay find his way back
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trading a fish tank for a greenhouse! That was about nine years ago, and that greenhouge wa

rather quickly filled it with 350 plants. And then, of course, it was too small! He built anot
ft, which houses his approxi mately 600
has just added an 8x12 ft greenhouse at , for his cold growers: cymbidiums and certain
plans to keep the thermostat set at a chilly 35 degrees this winter, but these hearty plan
outofdoors come spring.
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As Jay began to build his orchid collection he joined North Carolina Piedmont Orchid Soc
confesses he felt a might insecure during those first meetings, all that knowledge floajing ak
those big words! But then he had a very bright idea. He realized that he too had a fewf nice
and he challenged himself to contribute 3 plants to each show table. With a little bit of [discip
mer sed himself. Wel | , iffshdwing up atbus firsdrheetmgs peman
ally bewildered, yet eventually settling in and learning a thing or two. Only Jay has taken it a
further. He is now in his third year as president of NCPOS!

As president of the North Carolina Piedmont Orchid Society, Jay has implemented Jome ¢
changes, not least of which includes moving the annual show to a fantastic new venug. As n
joined our fieldtrip last year know, NCPOS now exhibits at Daniel Stowe Botanical Gagden ir
N.C., outside of Charlotte. Daniel Stowe is a first rate venue with a brand new Orchid Conse
This year the NCPOS show will be held from January 15 thfodg lthe=& Yvorking on exhib-
its. He begins with a vision, and like many an artist, he likes to stretch the limits. Judgés ofte
conceived notions about what shoul d an|d s
Jay points out, they vary depending on which region of the country you are in. The best grow
ida, like RF Orchids and Krull Smith, install the most imaginative, playhdi@nexdvierts.
Jay, too, believes that it is essential to engage the viewing public and create a world apart, ri
beautiful flowers. After all, we are designing to engross the viewing public, to educate,jand s|
fever.

Jay mainly grows Cattleyas, Vandas, Paphiopedilums, and Cymbidiums. His favoriteg are b
tleyas. The flowers on the inflorescences of these plants are smaller but more abundaht, anc
ted. Two species examples are Cattleya guttata leopoldii and Cattleya amethystoglosga. Jay
only say these names, he can spell them! We are thrilled to have this knowledgeable gnd fur
grower as a member of our society. (Some of you may be familiar with Jay as he playgd the
role at our recent public auction.) He brings to us loads of enthusiasm and experiencd, and"
grateful.

Page 4



