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Greetings All, 

         

         Iõm sure by now you have pulled all your outdoor dwellers in. About the only 

ones that can take these 40 degree temperatures are the cymbidiums. What a great 

time of year, and that means itõs time for our Fall Fieldtrip to Carolina Orchidsñ

October 11th. We will carpool down to Fort Mill S.C. (arriving at noon) and have a day 

of food, friends, and fun. And of course, orchids!  

   Shan Nasser has planned a lunch menu of marinated pork BBQ, potato casserole (or 

potato salad depending on the weather), chilled green pea garden salad, rolls, fruit cas-

serole, brownies and iced tea.  

   This leisurely lunch by the pond or on the back porch will be worth the trip by itself. 

Tom will have all three greenhouses open for touring and purchasing. And of course, 

Tom will provide ample entertainment! If you havenõt been to Carolina Orchids, you 

are in for a real treat. If you have been, then I know you are excited to return. You 

should have recently received all the travel details via email. Also, you can visit the web-

site at www.carolinaorchids.com . 

   The WNCOS Board has been working very hard on a Member Questionnaire that 

you will receive shortly. Our main goal is to know our members better. You, the mem-

bers, are what make our society what it is. Future planning will be greatly affected by 

the information we receive, so please take a few moments when you receive the ques-

tionnaire and fill it out completely. I promise it will be brief and painless. It will, how-

ever, be instrumental in regards to our future activities, field trips, guest speakers, etc. 

From the entire board, we thank you for your much appreciated contribution.  

 

   Cheers, 

   Graham Ramsey  
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     Diversity is the watchword for the membership of 

WNCOS. As the gatherer of biographical data, it never ceases to amaze me how far-reaching are the ten-

drils of our members. This monthõs duo, Bill and Susan Bauman, are no exception. They have travelled, lit-

erally, around-the-world and have lived in some of the most surprising locations. But let us step back, first, 

to their respective childhoods.  

     Susan, one of four sisters, was born in Lorraine Ohio. While both her parents grew up in the United 
States, all four of her grandparents were Hungarian. Susanõs father was a tail gunner in the Air Force and, 
subsequently, an aerial photographer, charting and mapping classified locations. He also became a master 
gardener, creating mixed gardens before they were in vogue.  

     Bill, the oldest of five children, grew up in Midland, Michigan, where he did the majority of the gar-
dening for the family home. His love of plants began early, but it was his love of architecture that would 
dominate his life. Bill studied math and premed at Notre Dame, going on to achieve an architecture degree 
from the University of Michigan, and a masterõs degree from Cornell University. In between Notre Dame 
and Michigan, Bill took a very interesting sidetrack. Drawn by his interest in the contemplative life, he 
spent nine months at the well-known Abbey of Gethsemane in Kentucky. His novice master (spiritual advi-
sor) was the much heralded monk Thomas Merton. All in all, a valuable experience for Bill, yet he was 
nonetheless drawn back to the study of architecture.  

     Bill and Susan married in Michigan in 1964. After graduating from Cornell, Bill received his first teach-
ing position at Virginian Tech. Here the young couple began their family and also took up international folk 
dancing and square dancing. After seven years in Virginia, Bill was hired to teach architecture, with a struc-
tural emphasis, at the University of Oklahoma. He would continue teaching at the university for 27 years, 
the latter ten of which he concentrated on design-and-build. Bill oversaw the design and actual building of 
the studentõs projectsñhomes created for Habitat for Humanity.  

     During Billõs years of teaching, Susan had five children who are now scattered aboutñtwo of which live 
in Hawaii! After the children were grown Susan continued her education in both nursing and early child-
hood education, a field in which she worked for twenty years. But the couple was anything but all-work-
and-no-play. Through a series of prestigious grants Bill has experienced teaching sojourns throughout the 
world.  

Meet The Members by Leslie Ann Keller 

Bill and Susan Bauman  
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     It all began when Bill took a group of students to London and then shipped the family over to travel 

six weeks throughout Europe in a camper bus! Next Bill and Susan were off to Pakistan via a Fulbright 

scholarship giving Bill the opportunity to teach architecture at a Pakistani College for a year. Susan 

taught English at the American School and enjoyed the gorgeous surroundings of Lahore. In addition to 

the time spent in Pakistan, the couple circumnavigated the 

globe on an around-the-world airline ticket. They both made 

note of the orchids in Singapore and Thailandñan attraction 

that would return in spades in years to come. Susan and Billõs 

favorite country is Nepal.  

     The Baumanõs continued their occasional vagabond life-
style with two more teaching engagements for Bill. He was 
awarded a second Fulbright for a year of teaching in Man-
paul, India, and later completed a teaching exchange for one 
semester in Bolivia. Needless to say, travel is a passion. In 
fact, Bill and Susan have just returned from three weeks in 
Iceland. Before they headed out on this latest adventure, Bill 
researched the orchids of Iceland. Yes, orchids in Iceland!!ñ
Four terrestrials that Bill and Susan were able to track down 
in situ.  

      Interest in orchids is a passion that has only more re-
cently taken root. Although the couple purchased their first 
orchid at an Oklahoma farmerõs market seven years ago, it is 

only with Bill and Susanõs move to Asheville four years ago that orchid mania has set in. During this 
time, the Baumansõ son brought three orchids from Hawaii. Yet it is really due to a fortunate visit to the 
WNCOS annual show a few years ago that Bill and Susanõs collection has now grown to 100 plants! The 
show sparked their interest in the WNCOS and at their first meeting they won a raffle orchid. And then 
there was the auctionéone becomes four, becomes five or seven, becomes 100! Oh my gosh, how does 
that happen?  

     Well Susan and Bill are very happy with their collection, which includes a number of paphiopedi-
lums, masdevallias, and dendrobriums. Bill is now especially fond of species orchids. All these well-
tended plants are grown beside floor-to-ceiling windows facing S.E., yet primarily under lights. In the 
summertime all the plants are moved to the deck. Just in the past weeks the couple has been preparing 
plants for the move indoorsñdebugging, etc.  

     Bill and Susan bring much enthusiasm to WNCOS, and I cannot fail to mention the architectural 
wonder that Bill created for last yearõs annual show. That elegant red pagoda is something I will never 
forget! Orchids meet architectureñtwo great passions.   

 


