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Greetings All, 

         

   Those of you who attended last monthõs meeting were rewarded with Mark Reinkeõs 

programñIndoor Orchid Culture. Mark is a wealth of knowledge and we are truly for-

tunate to have him as a member of the WNCOS. And how about those fabulous plants 

he brought for sale? 

   We have another big event coming up this month. The WNCOS Annual Public Auc-

tion will be September 20th at the NC Arboretum. This will take the place of our regu-

lar monthly meeting. As there will be no meeting on the 13th, everyone must come to 

the auction on the 20th. Orchids have been ordered from all over the country and are 

starting to arrive. There will be close to 100 plants for auction with a variety to suit 

everyoneõs fancy. We will have everything from small mounted species up to large cat-

tleyas and phalaenopsis. Also, expect door prizes throughout the auction. Jay Sifford, 

president of North Carolina Piedmont Orchid Society, will be our auctioneer. Jay is a 

great guy, sure to make this a very entertaining auction. So come out and enjoy the fun. 

The Preview of plants starts at 12:00pm. The Auction itself starts promptly at 1:00pm.   

   Speaking of fun, start thinking about our October 11th fieldtrip to Carolina Orchids 

in Fort Mill, SC. Tom and Shan Nasser have planned an afternoon of lunch and enter-

tainment in the greenhouses. This will be another golden opportunity to add to both 

your knowledge and your collection. If you seek variety, you canõt miss this trip. 

   I hope to see everyone at the auction! 

    

   Cheers, 

   Graham Ramsey  
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   Novel offspring often result from a merging of unlike 
entities. This is true whether one is speaking of orchids, ideas, or people, and with our new member, Irene 
Murray, this is certainly the case. Irene is the dynamic product of a seemingly unlikely marriage: her 
mother, a Russian emigrant for northern China, her father, a farmer from Gulfport, Mississippi. The cou-
ple met when Ireneõs father, at the time a Marine Corps Colonel, was stationed in the region of Harbin, 
Manchuria. (Harbin is located in the cold, northern reaches of China, was at one time under the rule of 
Russia, and is today well known for its Ice and Snow Sculpture Festival). 

   Ireneõs grandparents had come to this region in 1912 to work as border guards for the building of Rus-
siaõs Trans Siberian Railroad. (Ireneõs great grandfather had served under Czar Nicolas II.) As a conse-
quence of the Russian Revolution of 1918, Ireneõs maternal grandfather was arrested, sent to Siberia, 
never to be heard from again. Resilient and resourceful, Ireneõs grandmother raised her children in Harbin 
and became an educator. And it is here where Ireneõs Mississippi born father steps into the picture. While 
stationed in the area, Colonel Murray studied Russian from Ireneõs grandmother, Galina, and subsequently 
married her daughter. Upon being transferred to the Pentagon, the young soldier returned to Washington 
D.C. with his pregnant wife.  

   After a few years, Colonel Murray retired and returned to his roots to start a small family farm in south-
ern Mississippi. Ireneõs Russian grandmother joined the family at this time and began to educate the 
Murray children on the front porch of the family farmhouse. Ireneõs Russian, needless to say, is perfect.  

   As rich as her heritage is, Ireneõs own life has been equally fantastic. Just as she prepared to enter college, 
her father passed away. Armed with a scholarship to the University of Southern Mississippi, she persisted 
and ultimately graduated with a degree in Spanish and French. She went on to receive a masterõs degree in 
political science and history. Yet it was Ireneõs Russian heritage and her grandmotherõs tutoring that would 
seemingly predetermine this young womanõs life path.     

   In 1969 she became a guide for a U.S. exchange exhibit, requiring her to travel across Russia for a year. 
This was the beginning of a life abroad. However, this particular trip held a lasting moment for Ireneñthe 
discovery of an unusual Vietnamese orchid in a flower kiosk in the St. Petersburg subway. This orchid cap-
tured her mind. It would be many years and countless excursions later before Irene would devote herself 
entirely to orchids.  

 Continued on page 4 

Meet The Members by Leslie Ann Keller 

Irene Murray  
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     Ireneõs work experience is vast and various, and always of interest. To mention just a few examples: 
From 1970-74 Irene worked in Washington D.C. as a broadcaster for the Voice of America, answering 
questions from Russians and educating Russians on the U.S. Then from 1974-79, she worked as the co-
ordinator for the US/USSR Bilateral Agreement in Agriculture. With her farm background and facility 
for Russian, she was a perfect fit. This project primarily entailed sending groups of Russians throughout 
the U.S. and groups of Americans throughout Russia, all in an effort to cross pollinate the countries 
with the newest and best information on agriculture at the time. 

   In the 1980õs, Irene returned to Mississippi to care for her elderly grandmother and ailing mother. Yet 
during these years she continued to travel part time, working for the University of Chicago as a field 
interviewer. Her job was to visit recent Russian immigrants throughout the U.S., and especially in Flor-
ida, and to document their experiences both before and after immigrating. The multiple trips to Florida 
would cause her to move in 1992 to Homestead.  

   Homestead was the beginning of an entirely new chapter. Irene continued to work as a field inter-
viewer, this time for studies done through Research Triangle Institute. These assignments took her back 
to Russia several times, including a trip to Siberia where she worked as a facilitator for a fiber optic ring. 
Yet it was meeting her husband Mike Richardson that skewed her life in an entirely new direction. Mike 
is a retired Air Force Colonel (Navigator Bombardier), who just happened to have a friendly business 
acquaintance with Robert Fuchs of R. F. OrchidsñFloridaõs premier high-end boutique nursery. Mike 
facetiously laments having ever introduced Irene to Bob (a most expensive mistake!). The allure of that 
Vietnamese orchid so many years ago, well, now that Irene lived down the street from R. F. Orchids, 
her fascination with orchids exploded. South Florida offers everything an orchid lover needséto go 
over the top!! Irene took classes from Robert Fuchs, attended the ever revolving slate of orchid shows 
in South Florida, and participated in local orchid societies. Eventually, Irene turned her passion into a 
business, creating one-of-a-kind orchid arrangements and selling them primarily to local real estate 
agents as client gifts.    

   After the double hurricanes of 2005, and the collapse of her shade house, Irene and her husband de-
cided to escape the three Hõs of South FloridañHumidity, Heat and Hurricanes. They began to look 
northward, and as with so many other local transplants, Asheville loomed bright. They purchased a 
house in 2007 and moved in 2008. Irene now grows her diverse collection of orchids under lights in a 
room especially built by Fifth Season Gardening. During the summer she moves most of the plants to 
the front porch, and also hangs many on a hammock frame in the backyard. She and John are now active 
members of our society, as well as involved in many other community activities. They are dynamic peo-
ple and we are fortunate to be able to welcome them into our growing and diverse group of orchid lov-
ers.   

   Irene has created a new orchid business offering a variety of services. For more information, please 
visit her at www.theorchidconnection.com .  

 

http://www.theorchidconnection.com/


 

                                                   

 

            

           

          Fall in the tropics can mean many things depending on where in the tropics 

one looks.  There may be more rain, less rain, clear skies, and even cool nights.  

But there is one universal facet to fall everywhere, shortening day length.   Here, 

as in the tropics, many species of orchids and their hybrids are reacting to shorter 

days.  Fall blooming cattleyas are already showing buds deep in their sheaths or 

even blooming. 

 In my greenhouse in Florida, many fall blooming cattleyas have already 

bloomed even though fall does not begin until September 22.  Blc Normanôs Bay 

completed blooming in early August and immediately began growth on two new 

leads.  Late summer blooms followed by late fall blooms is not uncommon if fall 

blooming cattleyas are mature and well-established. 

Typically, cattleya flowers last longer and are better colored when blooms 

develop during cool nights.  This is especially true when yellow pigments are in-

volved.  The rich deep purple of Blc Oconee óMendenhallô or red from Blc Owen 

Holmes óMendenhallô is not as intense in summer since the yellow pigments in 

flowers do not develop as well in the heat. 

Depending on your location, September is often a good month to initiate 

flower spikes in standard Phalaenopsis.  A day to night temperature difference of 

15 degrees F for a week to 10 days will cause your phals to initiate spikes.  It is 

important to initiate spikes as soon as possible since the growth of phal spikes 

will slow as days get shorter and available energy decreases. 

 

Continued on page 6 
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 GROWING TIPS for September By 
Courtney T. Hackney 

Email: Hackneau@comcast.net  


