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Greetings All, 

  There is much to tell you about this month. Firstly, on July 12th, we had an impressive 

turn out at the WNCOS Annual Social. We didnõt take an official headcount but there 

were approximately 40 members and quests in attendance. The mood was festive. Eve-

ryone left happy and stuffed from all the delicious food that members contributed, in-

cluding a variety of cobblers, pies (including tomato!), numerous salads, bean and rice, 

barbecue, etc. Yum. 

  This month, on Sunday August 9th at 2 pm., one of our most knowledgeable members 

will be our guest speaker. Mark Reinke from Marble Branch Farms will educate and en-

tertain us with an encore performance of his presentation from our annual show last 

spring. ôMastering Indoor Orchid Cultureõ is a program for both beginning and experi-

enced growers. This program should fill the house; so come early because Mark will 

have some of his famous hybrids for sale. 

   Next month, get ready for the WNCOS Annual Public Auction at the NC Arboretum 

(September 13th). The society will be purchasing plants from world renowned growers 

from all over the country to be auctioned. This is our third and final fund raiser for the 

year. 

   Speaking of fund raisers, I would like to take this opportunity to thank a particular 

someone for all their help and devotion. That person is you, the WNCOS member. 

Throughout the year, we have many functions the success of which depends on many 

helping handsñvolunteers! Without your hard work and devotion, we would not be 

the wonderful society we are today. Thanks to all of you! 

   In the near future, the WNCOS will be sending out a survey/questionnaire to better 

ascertain your wishes for our society. This will be a good opportunity for you to share 

ideas and suggestions, to best ensure the value and growth of our organization. See 

you Sunday!         

   Cheers, 

   Graham Ramsey  

 

                  

Page 2 

The Presidentôs Corner 

By Graham Ramsey 



Page 3 

  

     

  

  

   

 

   

 

 

  

   When I met Graham seven years ago, I had one thriving white phalaenopsis on the kitchen counter. By 
the time we married, a year and a half later, I had eight various phalaenopsis lining the counterñeach 
additional orchid a gift from Graham. He had surmised that an orchid was a perfect gift for a girl who 
loves flowers (but doesnõt necessarily grow them!). For reasons unbeknownst to either of us, these or-
chids survived and re-bloomed on one cup of water a week. The climate was evidently just right.  

   When planning my art studio, which Graham was to build as a wedding gift onto his log cabin home in 
Weaverville, we included windowsills for the orchids. No longer sitting by the kitchen sink, the watering 
of these orchids became a challenge. Wanting to ôhelpõ, as he is so inclined to do, Graham took over the 
watering.  

   The next precipitous event was a trip to Florida to visit my mother. She had recently returned to her 
Florida home after an unavoidable absence of 1 ½ years. She had 18 healthy orchids sitting under trees in 
the backyard, phalaenopsis, vandas and dendrobiums that had survived well in the Florida climate. She 
sent us home with all 18. And perhaps more fortuitous even still, she advised me to tell Dr. Isbey, at my 
next scheduled appointment, about our orchids. That was the turning point. 

   òOh, you must come to our orchid society meetings!ó declared Ed. We were complete novices. I had 
killed every house plant prior to these orchids. Because they were gifts from Graham I had attended to 
them more conscientiously than any plant in the past. Yet my thumbs were anything but green. (I like to 
gaze at and admire flowers, paint and write about them!) However, it turns out that Graham has a couple 
of green thumbs. Heõs a natural grower. But he hadnõt a clue until he felt compelled to assist with these 
plants. Approaching 50 years of age, he had never grown a single thing! Six years later, wellñif you have 
seen Grahamõs greenhouse, you see how much has changed.  

 

Meet The Members by Leslie Ann Keller 

Graham Ramsey  
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   Some background on Graham: He is a third generation Asheville native. His family came from Virginia 
near the turn of the century. His grandfather was a historian and naturalist, as well as an editor and gen-
eral manager of the Asheville Citizen Times. (The Ramsey library at UNCA is named for him and holds 
a great many books from his large collection.) D. Hiden, as he was called, bought the Weaverville prop-
erty that our cabin sits on, in 1919. It was a getaway for his extended family, and a gateway to the moun-
tains. The gang regularly hiked up to Craggy and Mt. Mitchell from here.   

   Like his grandfather, Graham is a highly resourceful man. But rather than tending to books, the young 
Ramsey makes with his hands. He can build anything he lays his eyes on. After a lifetime in the automo-
tive business managing the rebuilding of cars, he has turned out to have a gift for coaxing orchids into 
bud and bloom. He is at core a caretaker, and what ever he tends to, the result is marked.  

   The Western North Carolina Orchid Society has made all the difference. I so remember those first few 
meetings with June Wilbanks as president, and later Ralph Coffey. It seemed everyone was speaking 
Greek. But they were friendly and encouraging, and with each meeting we learned a bit more.  

   Orchids are now Grahamõs passion and there appears to be no end in sight. He has created an environ-
ment, his greenhouse, he absolutely treasures. Our collection has grown to 400 plants, due to a very 
generous gift of 200 orchids just as Graham was finishing the greenhouse. We now have a fabulous vari-
ety of species and specimen plants from all over the world. It is a delightful environment. And the 
WNCOS continues to be a great resource, as well as a source of pleasure. We thank Ed Isbey for his ini-
tial invitation to join, and we thank the society for its welcoming nature and support. Grahamõs role as 
president of WNCOS is truly a joy for him.  

 

 

    



 

                                                   

 

            

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

   An acquaintance recently asked me what I found so intriguing about orchids 

that made me continue growing them for over 40 years.  As I thought about the 

question, I realized that there were several answers.  Mostly, the unending variety 

of species and hybrids offer a challenge to even the most accomplished horticul-

turalist.  Most long-term orchid hobbyists began with a relatively easy-to-grow 

orchid and after we mastered growing that one, wanted more of a chal-

lenge.  Learning to provide the environment for an exotic species from another 

part of the world must be a rewarding experience for those of us engaged in this 

hobby because we continue to do it. 

Most remarkable is the fact that each year the challenge is a little different 

because it is hotter, colder, or new pests show up.  This yearôs pest du jour for me 

is the juvenile stage of crickets.  These appear as pale versions of the adult. They 

leave damage that looks like slugs, but they also really like new roots.  After sev-

eral nights of looking, I decided to un-pot a damaged plant or two.  There were 

two or three of the little beasts.  Once I knew what to look for, I found them on 

my new phal leaves and on cattleya roots in the dark of night. 

These little beasts are quick, and difficult to catch.  Several readers have 

asked about similar damage on orchids they were growing outside in summer and 

I suggested that the damage was done by slugs.  It is not clear if very dry weather 

promotes this pest or my conversion to large lava rock for a medium.  Lava rock 

provides large spaces where the juvenile crickets retreat during the daylight and 

makes killing them by hand difficult.  Apparently, my small army of frogs that 

feed at night has not been able to control these pests and I will soon have to re-

sort to liquid Sevin.   
Continued on page 6 
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GROWING TIPS for August 

By 

Courtney T. Hackney 

Email: Hackneau@comcast.net 

(reprinted from August 2007) 


