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  Greetings All, 

   As you may already know, Sunday, June 14th, 2 pm.,  is our Annual Member Auction. 

This will be one of the best opportunities for members to buy and sell orchids this 

year. Here is what you need to know: 

  Each paid membership is allowed to bring up to 10 healthy orchids to sell. 

  For those selling, please email your list and a brief description of the plant. It 

would be a big help if I have your list by June 7th or 8th. 

 Sellers, please bring your plants in by 12:30 pm., June 14th. Please bring a copy of 

the listing of what you are selling and a brief description of each plant. We would 

like to have all plants ready for viewing by 1:00 pm.  Auction to start promptly at 

2:00 pm. 

 WNCOS will receive 20% of ALL sales. Remember, this is a fund raiser for our so-

ciety. 

 Everyone is eligible to bid on all plants in the auction. All payments due the day of 

the auction. 

   If this is your first WNCOS Member Auction, you don't want to miss it. There is al-

ways a huge variety of orchids for sale. It's more fun than a barrel of monkeys. Frank 

Salvo has once again volunteered to be the auctioneer. I will be his 'Vanna' and Ralph 

will be available for any technical questions and information. So everyone come out 

and enjoy the fun. 

   There will not be ôshow and tellõ table or a raffle table this month.  

   See you Sunday June 14th.  

 

   Cheers, 

   Graham Ramsey  
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  Born in Rhode Island and raised in St. Petersburg, Florida, Paul Johnson has been an orchid enthusiast from a 

young age. As a teenager in St. Pete, Paul worked for a landscaper who was an orchid adventurist. On week-

ends, the two would travel off to the Everglades in search of orchids. This would require carrying a fire arm to 

ward off alligators and moccasins. Paul says that the moccasin was the only snake that would aggressively 

slither toward you, instead of away.  

   Back home Paul became fascinated with the orchids that filled his supervisorõs greenhouseñthe intricacies 

of the beautiful flowers that were growing bare root, in air. And he made it a habit of giving his dates fresh cor-

sages from the greenhouse, a gesture sure to impress the mother of the date.  

   After a couple years in the Navy Reserve, Paul attended a local college and graduated with a degree in Elec-

tronics. He has worked the majority of his life in electric plants in Florida, excepting a five year stint as a mas-

sage therapist! What took Paul into massage therapy were his own aches and pains from years of gymnastics 

competition.  

   It was during his early years in the electrical field, that Paul became enticed by orchids once again. As his 

collection grew, he built his first greenhouse. Called out to the electrical plant during a severe cold weather 

event, Paul experienced a catastrophe that unfortunately too many greenhouse owners are all too familiar 

with. The cold weather destroyed his collection that night. It was a set backñfor a while. But in the years to 

come Paul would dive right back in. The lure of orchids was persistent.  

   When Paul returned to orchids he started by filling an oak tree with plants. Then he built another green-

house, and then another. At this time he became interested in propagating orchids. He cross pollinated a 

bloom to create a hybrid, and when the seedpod ripened he sent it out west to have it flasked. After doing this 

several times and enduring the long wait, sometimes as much as 1 ½ years, Paul built a glove-box so he could 

propagate his own seed. He turned his dining room table into a nursery, and had visions of setting up a com-

mercial laboratory, when a serious health issue required him to once again leave the orchids behind.  

Continued on page 4 
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   Eventually Paul and his wife, Joanne Danielson, relocated to the mountains of North Carolina. Once again, 
Paul returned to orchids and built a large greenhouse. And once again, he was strickenñanother bad weather 
event caused him to loose many of his prized plants. But if you havenõt noticed, Paul is not one to be deterred 
for long, especially when it comes to orchids. A few years ago he noticed an advertisement for our annual 
WNCOS Orchid Show at the N.C. Arboretum. And that was the beginning of Paulõs most recent re-
immersion into the orchid world.  

   Lucky us, Paul and his wife have joined our orchid crazed group, WNCOS! As a new member he has shown 

great enthusiasm and amazing stamina. He was a constant help throughout our recent annual show. We wel-

come and thank him for his positive and energizing presence.  

 

 

Thank You Ernie Gemeinhart 

from Enlightened Orchids 

 

for a great talk! 

 

www.enlightenedorchids.com 


