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Greetings All, 

   Orchid Mystery: A Journey to the Far East: our 2009 show, and what a journey it was! Itõs no 

mystery that it was an extremely successful show. Success is achieved in many different ways. Yes, 

we set new attendance records, shattered raffle table numbers, and finally, won the American Or-

chid Society trophy for our magnificent display. Yet the biggest measure of success is you, the 

members of the WNCOS who made this wonderful event the best ever. We had four other orchid 

societies, nine vendors and two members install displays. One of the best ôawardsõ that I received 

where comments from other societies and vendors that we have one of the best, most helpful and 

friendly, societies they know. HP and Katherine Norton sent the following email, òAll three of us 

feel like we have had a nice weekend trip when we get home from Asheville, not all stressed out 

and tired.ó 

   Even though each volunteer is as important as the next, there are a few members I would like to 

give special recognition to. Clarke Merrill probably worked harder than anyone. She not only cre-

ated those truly amazing lions, but she also handled four days of hospitality for the show. She is 

the ôunsung heroõ in my book, so I am singing her praises. Bill Bauman single handedly was re-

sponsible for one of our best props ever, that amazing red pagoda. And then there was Bob Benites 

who manned the raffle table from start to finish. He personally greeted every one of the 3100+ 

visitors that came through the doors, and during put-in and take-out could be found constantly 

pushing a full cart between the parking lot and visitorõs center. 

   There are too many volunteers to note individually, but I would like to especially thank all of 

you who put in more than your share of hours. And especially, extra thanks to the many new 

member who pitched in to make this show a great success.  

   Thank you members of the WNCOS. You have made me proud to be the president of what I feel 

is the best orchid society around. 

  Cheers,  

   Graham Ramsey  
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The Presidentôs Corner 

By Graham Ramsey 



 

 

Sunday April 12th, 2:00pm 

Orchid Conservation 

By Matt Richards  
 

   Matt Richards is a behind the scenes guy at one of this countries finest conserva-

tories. The Fuqua Orchid Center is part of the Atlanta Botanical Garden. For those 

who have never been, it is a vey special plant haven, well worth repeated visits. The 

Fuqua Orchid Center houses the second finest species collection of orchids in the 

world.  

   Last year Matt took our members behind the scenes with a wonderful presenta-

tion that included a sneak peek, via video, of the under-workings of the Fuqua 

Center.  His wealth of knowledge, easy going manner, and youth combine to make 

for an engaging talk and a lasting impression. And thus, we have asked him again to 

come tell us more about orchids.  

   This month Matt will tell us all he knows about Orchid Conservation, and that is a 

good bit indeed. One of the primary objectives of the Atlanta Botanical Garden is 

to study and promote plant conservation. 

   Please join us on April 12th for what is sure to be a fun and memorable event! 

Page 3 

 



 

 

 

Page 4 

Orchid Mystery:  

A Journey to the Far East 


