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 Greetings Orchid Lovers, 

   I am excited to announce that Cynthia Gillooly, one of our most valued 

members, will be our guest speaker on February 8th. For years Cynthia has 

generated record crowds during her Potting/Repotting talks at our annual 

show. We now have the privilege to have Cynthiaõs expertise all to ourselves. She will be speaking 

on many aspects of repotting, including mediums, pot choices and much more. This is a meeting 

you donõt want to miss. And donõt forget to bring your show and tell plants.  

   One of our new members, Irene Murray, has been responsible for spearheading the develop-

ment of a native orchid garden/trail at the North Carolina Arboretum. Irene, Brett Hopkins and I 

recently met with Arboretum staff members Margaret Kosco, Julie Vitoddo, and Amy Geddie, to 

discuss this new project. All present were enthusiastic about this proposal. We are now seeking 

experts and advisors in the field of native orchids and their conservation. Any member interested 

in becoming involved, please contact me. This exciting new development will further solidify our 

close ties with North Carolina Arboretum.  

   On January 11th, we chartered a bus and headed to the Daniel Stowe Botanical Gardens to visit 

their splendid new orchid conservatory and attend the North Carolina Piedmont Orchid Society 

annual show. In total 23 members attended the event, and a good time was had by all. Ralph Cof-

fey and Brett Hopkins had travelled down earlier in the week to put in a 25 square foot display for 

our orchid society. Ginny Honea who took home a blue ribbon and a best of class trophy for her 

yellow Phragmipedium bessea var. flavum. This plant was even pulled for AOS judging. Congratu-

lations Ginny! Brett, Ralph, Graham and June also supplied a total of 30 plants, winning 5 blue 

ribbons, 3 red, and 1 yellow between them. 

   I hope everyone is staking their plants, getting ready for our up coming show. Remember, your 

plants are what make our show such a success. We are depending on you! We already have com-

mitments from our favorite, first rate vendors, and several orchid societies have agreed to put in 

displays. It is great fun to get involved in this show, so please contact me if you would like to par-

ticipate.  

   Thanks again for your continued support. We are looking forward to a gang buster year ahead!  

   Cheers,  

   Graham Ramsey  
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