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Marble Branch Farms ,  
home of Gary Collier and Mark Reinke 
155 Marble Branch Trail 
Walhalla, SC  29691 
(864)718-0152 – Please R.S.V.P.   
Departing Asheville Eye Center at 10 a.m. 
 
Marble Branch Farms is a small commercial orchid 
nursery specializing in miniature & compact Cattleya 
Alliance hybrids and species, and introducing many 
unique hybrids created on site.  You will be able to 
browse through the 26’ x 92’ greenhouse, and see the 
laboratory where orchid seed is flasked. The 
greenhouse features several innovative systems including rainwater collection and storage, and solar heating, 
which provides 85% or more of their heating needs in winter. There will be many plants for sale at a discount, 
including items not found on their website: www.marblebranchfarms.com.  
 
A pot luck picnic lunch will be served featuring, A bed’s famous Arabian Rooster Fried Chicken!   
Members are encouraged to bring a side dish or dess ert.  If you plan to attend please let Mark & Gary 
know at (864) 718-0152 or info@marblebranchfarms.com .  
 
Directions (allow 2 hours travel time from the cent er of Asheville) 
 

1. Take Interstate 26 EAST from Asheville toward Gr eenville and Spartanburg. 
 

2. Just past Hendersonville, take Exit 54 (US 25 SO UTH) toward Greenville. 
 

3. After descending off the Blue Ridge Mtns for sev eral miles you will approach an 
overpass.  This us SC 11 (Cherokee Foothills Parkwa y).  YOU MUST PASS UNDER THE 
OVERPASS AND EXIT TO THE LEFT TO CIRCLE BACK UP TO THIS HIGHWAY.  At the 
top of the ramp, turn LEFT and take SC 11 SOUTH tow ard Cleveland, SC. 

 
4. In about 5 miles you will come to a stop sign at  a ‘T’ junction.  You must turn RIGHT to 

stay on SC 11 SOUTH.  You will pass through the sma ll community of Cleveland, SC. 
 

5. About another 4 or 5 miles after Cleveland, you must bear left at the ‘Y’ junction to stay 
on SC. 11 SOUTH.  (DO NOT bear right on US 276 W to wards Ceasar’s Head and 
Brevard.) 

 
6. For the next 20 miles SC HWY 11 is much like a 2  lane freeway, with long straight 

upgrades and downgrades as you traverse the foothil ls and enjoy excellent views of 
Table Rock Mtn. 

 
7. After you pass the intersection of SC 130 the ro ad will have a few more curves to it.  

You will pass through the small communities of Tama ssee and Pickett Post.  About two 
miles after Pickett Post WATCH CAREFULLY for SC 183  towards  WALHALLA.  It 
passes underneath SC HWY 11 and the exit ramp is a left turn that comes up quickly 
without much notice.  At the bottom of the ramp tur n RIGHT towards Walhalla.   

 



8. Follow SC 183 for 3 miles until a junction at Ma in St. in Walhalla (first traffic light since 
leaving Asheville).  Turn RIGHT onto Main St. and f ollow it through town. 

 
9. Approx. 1.5 miles after turning onto Main St., t he divided 4-lane parkway will begin to 

merge into a two lane highway.  Right at the point where this process is complete , you 
will turn LEFT onto S. MAPLE ST.  In case the stree t sign is not there (often is stolen), 
this is just before Head’s Superette, selling PURE brand gasoline.   

 
10.  After one short block you will come to a 4-Way  Stop.  Continue STRAIGHT AHEAD 

through the intersection.  The road has now changed  names to COFFEE RD, but again, 
the sign is often missing. 

 
11.   Travel 3.9 Miles on Coffee Rd., passing James  Brown Elementary School, Liberty 

Lodge Bed and Breakfast (historic mansion), the fir st occurrence of Stribling Shoals Rd 
at a dip by a creek (DO NOT TURN HERE), and Pleasan t Hill Baptist Church.  Right after 
passing Pleasant Hill Baptist Church SLOW DOWN.  Yo u will make a SHARP RIGHT at 
the next intersection onto STRIBLING SHOALS RD.  Ju st before you reach the newly 
reconstructed Five Forks Grocery and Gas (PURE bran d gasoline again). 

 
12.   Travel 1.6 miles on Stribling Shoals Road, th en turn left onto Marble Branch Trail, 

which is immediately after 5 black mail boxes close ly grouped together.  The first 
mailbox says COLLIER/REINKE.  You will be turning n ext to a small cream colored 
house with a dirt yard and several vehicles and boa ts parked in the yard.  MARBLE 
BRANCH TRAIL IS A SINGLE TRACK GRAVEL ROAD. 

 
13.   You will follow Marble Branch Trail for 0.5 M iles to our driveway.  First you will 

descend a long grade through woods to the valley fl oor where the road turns sharply 
right and follows a creek up the valley.  Pass numb er 130 on the right and continue on 
up over a small hill with the creek staying to your  left.  Just over the small hill you will 
see a SMALL BLUE SIGN with 155, our house number on  it.  Turn left THERE and ford 
the creek to come up to the house where there is am ple parking.  The house has a blue 
metal roof and you can’t miss the large greenhouse behind it!  The creek is only a few 
inches deep. 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OVERALL ROUTE FORM ASHEVILLE TO Marble Branch Farms  

 
 
DETAIL OF ROUTE FROM WALHALLA TO Marble Branch Farm s 

 


